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W hen, iasi fall, the lads 
and Iddies at Brown peti- 
tioned the universiti’ to 
stock, the medicine 
chests with cyahide pills so that 
America's brightest and best could 
- slip away painlessly in the event of 
nuclear attack, Establishment cars ' 
perked up. Maybe there was hope 
after all. Maybe it wasn't true that 
youth was subsidjing into conserve* 
tism ~ or “materitlisni," as they say 
- over lunch at Tib^rio's, . 

i^uch doubts copld be ^stained at 
- Brown certainly. Nobody proposed, 
for example, stodking grenades so 
the young bipods, watching the 
. Red Army wadp ashore, could 
. choose between iuicide and resis- 
. tMce. Nor have I campus protests 
died out since that business with the 
cyanide. • • 

. I^st Noyembett Brown students 
disrupted the campus again bargmg I 
into a career-counseling session an'S | 
mreatenlnp to arrest ciA recruiters 
— welL m e exact charge 
raurKy, but it h ad lo do with ^eged 
c^es m (_entraJ ^t» rica. A wir is , 

. photo sho wed one 6f the BrowiTboo - 
bies with a sign r^dmg. “CIA 7)»t . 

S bvVm? 

Brown s demonstrators get 
pncWy at the suggestion that they : 
are back numbers, ’60s generation 
MQwts prof^Ued into the modem ' 
world through sonie curious time • 

*?eople use that -no stalgia lin. t« 
^suFuj- anvihmg tjiat ■ 

.^e status QUO." l avs Juliet M 

brodie, who was aihong the 


Breathers' 


heavy - 

tn-mg IQ cn tlar the (llA 

*^£1: T^his w*as .not lust a prot est"^ 

she snaps. It was a cknzen’s arfgi? rr»» 
Wftat is really arresting about tlie 
Brown protests is thte lack of irnita- 


tors. CIA limiters are everywhere , 
; OP the college scene — and, except , 
; atBrovTi. everywhere let alone . 

College kids have been inconspic- ' 
uous even in that cause dujour, anti- > 
apartheid. The sidewalks in front of j 
Washington's South A frican j 

Embassy are populated mostiy by ' 
grov^Tiups ^ aged, fading flower*:^ 
children, and congressmen seeking 
martyrdom on the cheap. (The cops 
haul them away, but then turn them : 
loose and expunge the record.) 

What turns these Brownies on, do 
you suppose? According to an inter*, 
view in The New York Times, Ms. 
Brodic thinks her views may have 
been shaped by her mother's 
involvement in peace demonstra- 
tions. > Sandor Katz, another CIA* 
basher recalls his parents toStT 
him along to demonstrations when ! 
he was a small child . TT ^ ^ ! 

- But Jason Salzman, who helped 
organize the cyanide drive, may 
come closer to the truth. He cites 
Brown's . progressive curriculum, 
which, it says here, “allows students 
unusual fre^om to design their own 
propamsr 

“I came to this school because of 
the curriculum, “ says yoimg Mr. 
Salzman. “The curriculum attracts 
people who might be interested in 
; taking responsibilit y for th eir own 

education, so they arc taking respon- 
sibility for much larger things.** 

Hmmm. A more-likely result of., 

. lowered academic standards, of a 
. .diminished insistence on intellecrual 
rigor, is to free students to pursue 
' bizarre extracurricular goals — sui- 
cide planning and Lord-toows-what. 
When they are liberated from Euclid 
^ and Chaucer, politically “aware'*' stu- 
dents have lots of time to fret about • 

■ “The Day After** 

Once a tough school stressing 
conventional studies. Brown suc- 
cumbed to the '60s Zeitgeist after 
' months of student agitation for cur- 
_riculum ^refonnsZLO ther schools 

; also :CapitulBted, .but what distin-. ’ 
; guishes Brown is that, alone among 
J Ivy League universities, it has pre- . 
^ served these changes into the ' 80 s, 
enshrining a once-modish program 
-of studies. 

The Brown freshman, who for- 
merly spent his first college year 
sampling the liberal ans, now goes 
to “modes of thought** seminars. In ^ 
preparing for graduatioi he may 1 


! pursue an 

fflividualtted major." The byword 

stiuilT? “ “flexibility.” Marching 
Bv»c J* beat. Brown encour- 

thing Students to do their own 

off-^ .complete freedom 

Jiim^ ^ iouovetive curricu- 

. 1 ^sdes the Comparative Guide 
^men^ CoUegts. “has been 
“f“?“ed despite the pressures 

s^ool —rtough outside pressures 

universities’ graduate 
exampl e, aoedtamc- perform ance. 


■ esaess empiric 

• ^ of grades.lt also^ 

- was ttmgh to asms when studenu,' 

establirt)ed;i 
•curriculum, were, permitted .“the'i 
^ost complete ^freedom" offered ! 
oy Bro^ *s “innovative curricuiumT* **1 
. Fin tog its graduates regarded-^ 
dsewhw^with suspicion. Brown--: 
was obbged to bend. It clings to’ the.'' 
duamt 60s curriculum and still per-"i 
nuts the :pass/fail : option -in allT 
»urses. But Brown students headed . 

for graduate school on' other- 
ttmpuses can, if tb^ wish, get let* ’ 
ter grades.- j-.. i; 

J_i is nnclear whether,' they may'*' 
major, m Activism as 'Svell, - but 
, Br^ .aiudents are known to be 
. studying the subject Some of thnse . 
1^0 orgqnaed the 

■ unlike Vietnam-e ra studen ts .J 
wno were in tuiDvelv against war, th ; . 
c^rown prot^tors Bad . 

inemselves tbroneh “reseiurhr ~~~ 
■it IS iime shon ot miraculous 
when you think about it, the things a 
. bn^t ^ung fellow can pick up at a 'l 
good school ■ ' 


WUliamP. Cheshire is editor qf the 
: editorial poges -qf The Washington 
Times. ., 
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